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You will be enriched in every way so that you can always be generous. 
And when we take your gifts to those who need them, they will thank God.

2 Corinthians 9:11 nlt
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We are witnessing a 
historic movement 
of Bible translation 
and an unprecedented 
opportunity to join God 
in seeing his Word reach 
every language. 

Technology

W hat Hath God Wrought?” So echoed Samuel F.B. Morse’s first message 
via his telegraphic invention from the U.S. Capitol building in 1844. 
Unprecedented technological advancements have since changed our lives 

in ways Mr. Morse could not have even imagined. We now carry in the palms of our 
hands computing power that once required a sizable room for operation.

 Remarkable opportunities for global Bible translation have resulted and we 
are witnessing its greatest period of expansion. By the year 2000, 366 language 
communities had access to at least a portion of God’s Word. Eighteen brief years 
later, 677 now have access. During this same time, completed New Testament 
translations rose from 928 to 1,543, a 66 percent increase. 

For many years, translators had to cut and paste the pages of the New Testament 
together for printing, requiring constant retyping. Though JAARS began in the 1940s 
by providing aviation and radio service, the ensuing decades have seen its problem-
solving work expanding to technology support, enabling workers to provide more 
accurate translations, more quickly.   

To expedite communications, computer specialists used to work with old 
teletype machines located in regional centers. Their minicomputers operated 
out of small suitcases and were charged by 12-volt car batteries. Though these 
resources seem archaic to our time, they greatly expanded the linguistic work 
of performing speech analysis, organizing language data, and preparing for 
Scripture translation.  

Now Bible translation utilizes a broad range of modern technology: laptops, 
tablets, MegaVoice audio players, smartphones, Bible apps, Scripture websites, 
specialized translation software such as Paratext and Render, and off-the-grid 
internet connectivity. Our vernacular media strategies seek to communicate with 
nonreaders through audio and video presentations: recordings of the Scriptures and 
videos like the JESUS film and various Bible stories in numerous languages.

The future of Bible translation has never been more promising and exciting. 
What better investment is there on this side of eternity than providing God’s Word 
to those waiting to receive it?

We invite you to join us in seeing 
the Scriptures come alive in many 
more heart languages around the 
world. Use the enclosed reply form 
or learn more by visiting jaars.org/
technology.  

Solutions
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JAARS training 
may change, but 
the core values it 
teaches will stay 
the same. 
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Outcomes and Opportunities

Where Needed Most InitiativeTransportation Solutions

Pilots train at JAARS during an intensive 
program nicknamed “Mountain Week.” 

God’s Word Comes With Great Joy

Audio files on micro SD cards bring the New Testament to the 
Bughoto people of the Solomon Islands.

Aviation Training:
Changing With the Times

T he early years of mission aviation were dangerous. In fact, JAARS began after 
its founder, Cameron Townsend, was injured in an aircraft accident. “Uncle 
Cam” vowed to make flying safer for those who did God’s work: “We must 

expect the best pilots and the best equipment to transport our young pioneers.” 
Thus began a role JAARS has performed for almost 70 years—training aviation 
workers to operate safely in remote areas all over the world. 

The training program has had to change over that 70 years. JAARS aircraft 
have evolved from amphibians, able to land on the rivers of Peru, to turbine-
powered aircraft operating in the mountains of countries like Cameroon and Papua 
New Guinea. Helicopters operate in areas where no runways exist. Navigation/
communication equipment has gone from maps and vacuum tubes to GPS 
navigation and satellite communications.

 JAARS has had to adapt its training accordingly. “On-the-job training” has given 
way to a professional 15-week pre-field orientation (PFO) taught by experienced 
aviators and mechanics. Flying in the mountains of North Carolina— the culmination 
of PFO—was extended from one day to ten, giving students more experience 
operating from unimproved runways in mountainous terrain. 

No change has created a greater training challenge than the increased use of 
turbine-powered aircraft by mission organizations. JAARS has responded in a variety 
of ways:

• acquiring a Pilatus PC-6 turbine-powered aircraft for its training fleet 

• developing an engine run-stand attached to a functional PT-6 turboprop 
engine to enable pilots and mechanics to practice operational/maintenance 
procedures without using an operational aircraft

• planning a state-of-the-art PC-6 simulator 

• contracting with commercial vendors to provide specialized training  

JAARS training may change, but the core values it teaches will stay the same: 
trust in the Lord; use good judgement; know your personal and aircraft limitations; 
respect the weather; be professional. 

While these principles are constant, training costs are not—they rise every year. Your 
support of aviation training enables JAARS to keep up with an ever-changing industry—
and enables mission workers to reach people who have never heard God’s word. 

You can help ensure our pilots and mechanics will continue to receive the best, most 
up-to-date training possible by investing at jaars.org/transportation or /training.

T he Bughotu people of the Solomon Islands are rejoicing 
in the recent launch of the complete New Testament in 
the language that speaks—literally—to their hearts.

Earlier this year, Lauren and Connie Runia mentored 
students working in makeshift studios set up on the small 
island of Siasigara as they recorded the final books of the 
Bughotu New Testament. The readers, who paddled in by 
canoe every morning, “were excited to be a part of the 
recording,” Lauren reported. “Several of them shared how 
the Scriptures in their language spoke to their hearts as they 
practiced for the recording.”

The Anglican Cathedral in Honiara was the site for the May 
celebration and distribution of the audio Scriptures on micro 
SD cards. “The members of parliament for both the province 
and the national assembly were in attendance and are so happy 
about the Bible app in their language,” says Cynthia Rollins, 
Scripture-Use Specialist for the Solomon Islands Group. “We 
are grateful to you who make it possible to bring God’s Word in 
audio format to the peoples of Solomon Islands!”

Your gifts to the Where Needed Most fund supported the 
training, travel, and equipment costs that brought God’s Word 
to ears and hearts in the Bughotu language. Please continue 
your support by going to jaars.org/give.

AMERICAS INITIATIVE
The Ambo-Pasco Quechua people of Peru celebrated the Quechua New Testament with a Scripture 

Dedication in July. Nonreaders also rejoiced with the preloaded audio version on Proclaimer digital players. 
Invest in this initiative by using the enclosed reply form or go online to jaars.org/americas.

ASIA INITIATIVE
After a decade’s work, the New Testament is now in the hands of the Northern Thai people. A February 

celebration gave witness to the Lord’s faithfulness in making his Word available in this language. Many other 
languages in the Asian continent are hungry for the gospel as well. Use the enclosed reply form or visit 
jaars.org/asia to be part of this initiative.

AFRICA INITIATIVE
In Summer 2017, thousands of Burunge people turned out for a special celebration: the dedication 

of the Burunge New Testament, held in Chemba, Tanzania. Other African languages are longing for God’s 
Word as well. You can make this happen by using the enclosed reply form or linking to jaars.org/africa. 

PACIFIC INITIATIVE
The Kasua people of Papua New Guinea now have their own New Testament. In late 2017, they 

dedicated this new translation with a grand processional accompanied by singing and dancing. To make 
more celebrations like this possible, use the enclosed reply form or visit jaars.org/pacific. 

MEDIA SOLUTIONS
It took over three decades, but a New Testament translated in a South Asian language spoken by over 

a half-million people is now available! Also released in this language: digital Scriptures for downloading 
and a JESUS film DVD. You can help make God’s Word come to life for more heart languages by using the 
enclosed reply form or visiting jaars.org/media.
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A Special Giving Opportunity 

Honor someone you love at 
Christmas with a gift to JAARS. 
Your contribution will show the 

honoree your desire that all people 
have God’s Word—including the 
Christmas story—in a language they 
understand. You’ll receive limited-
edition calligraphy Christmas cards 
created by renowned artist, Timothy 
Botts, to personalize and share with 
your gift designees.

 Use the enclosed envelope to send 
us your gift and a note with the number 
of cards you would like to receive.

Mission 
Workers:
The Invaluable 
Element

T his issue of Partner Express 
focuses on the incredible way 
technology has advanced Bible 

translation throughout the world. Yet, 
the heart and soul of mission work is—
and always will be—the mission worker. 
These dedicated servants sacrifice personal comforts and financial rewards to live in 
remote areas of the world where they can further the work of the Lord. Bryan Jones 
exemplifies this dedication.

Bryan was called to serve the Lord during his senior year of college. He soon 
discovered the requirements to become a mission pilot were significant—and 
expensive. Undaunted, he attended LeTourneau University where he earned multiple 
pilot ratings along with a mechanic’s Airframe and Powerplant certificate. Then, 
working as a flight instructor for several years, he built flight time and gained 
experience prior to entering JAARS pre-field orientation (PFO).

JAARS PFO is the “graduate” course prospective mission workers attend to 
prepare for the demands of overseas flying. Because of your generous gifts, JAARS 
was able to subsidize the high cost of Bryan’s training, including commercial turbine 
training for the aircraft he is slated to fly overseas.

In October 2018, Bryan and his family left for Papua New Guinea (PNG) to begin 
service—16 years after hearing the call from the Lord! Because of his dedication and 
your giving, God’s Word continues to reach the people of PNG.

To ensure pilots like Bryan continue to receive quality training, invest in the JAARS 
Training Solutions fund. You can use the enclosed reply form or visit jaars.org/training.

A pilot prepares for takeoff from an 
airstrip in Papua New Guinea.
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100% of giving to all Initiatives and 
Solutions goes directly to those 
designated areas. This is possible 
because JAARS is blessed to cover 2/3 of 
our core operating expenses—including 
research and development, certain 
project management and training 
needs, communications, fundraising, 
and a range of missionary support 
services—through our own operations. 
The balance is covered by generous 
gifts to our CORE Mission Operations 
from faithful partners like you.

For designated gifts, funding in 
excess of current needs will be applied 
to future needs within the same 
Initiative or Solution area.

WAYS TO GIVE 
1. Give online at: 

jaars.org/give 

2. Send a check with enclosed 
response card and envelope to: 

JAARS Inc.
PO Box 248 
Waxhaw NC 28173 

3. Call 888.773.1178 to use a credit 
card, offer non-cash as sets, such 
as stocks, and include JAARS as a 
beneficiary of your will, trust, or 
retirement plan.

4. To include JAARS in your estate 
plans, please incorporate the 
following wording:  
“_____(% or $ amount) of_____ 
(asset or assets) to JAARS, Inc., PO 
Box 248, Waxhaw, NC 28173 Federal 
Tax ID #56-0818833.”

QUESTIONS?
jaars.org
888.773.1178 
online@jaars.org 
JAARS Inc. 
PO Box 248 
Waxhaw NC 28173 

facebook.com/jaarsinc

Training Solutions

http://jaars.org/training
http://jaars.org/give
http://jaars.org
mailto:online%40jaars.org?subject=
http://facebook.com/jaarsinc

